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"ALL WE HAVE IN COMINOW 15 THE HORROR (NW OCR LIVES , DENMIS. THATS Atl. THATS WHAT HOLDS US TOGETHER, © 


TWE VOICE IN HER HEAD HAD SHE REALLY SAID THAT? \\ HE'S BEEN AWAY THREE DAXS.\\ ANOTHER HUMAN VOICE’ 
STARTILES HER... REALLY (NANAGED JO WOLD BE SLCH COMPLET 


AC. WO, HE O WERE? HER \\ BUT TO HEAR SOMEONE PERHAPS IF SHE HAD 

ABOUT THAT, SOCKETE WERE \| TALKATIVE. SOMEQVE. ('EULATION, THERE ARE 
OWER THAN BEUWUS... || RUBBER GLOVES, VER IN 
: EVENTUALLY, EYES NED 

SHUT, SHE TOUCHES THE PLUG, 


2: 


fa 


WO FLASH, NO LETHAL SURBE Lg ZEZZ|  “ALL WE HAVE IN COMIVON) 
tHe ser suRsts NO A| me naeee 
Va =a BABBLING LIE, . : weeny 72 


HALE EXPECTING AN EXPLOSION, SHE SCRAGBLES BACK 
ACROSS THE ROOMN, THE JOWELING SHE WEIRS (INSTEAD OF \¥ 
ONPERCLOINES CHAFING HER LEGS AS SHE GOES. f 
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UT THE NEIKS: SCHNETHING .. All CHARGES AGAINGT HER\| BADLY SHAKEN AFTER THE 
ABAT A REY (SHE DROPPED, MRS, ABIGAIL DEATH OF MER REPUTED 
gl | CABLE HAS RETURNED TO 


| LOUGSE, THE SWINE AY, 
POOWE, CME, a MRS, CABLE FOLD REPORVERS 


TWAT SHE NEEDED TINE 
70 TAK, 


SUNDERLAND. SUNDERLAND  \\ THAT'S WHY THEY HAC IPHIDE; 
MADKULED BEY AND MATT \\ WHY SHE COULDN'T GO OWT 
A ee DENNIS HAD (HEIETED... 


Vsises 
YEARS ABO, 


f AVWHILE, IN | 
) EL SALVALER, 


He “All WE HAVE IN COMMON 
ER yess GORA (NV OUR SHE. 


ft 


—— “| 


: aS. Pi eu: 
| SHED SAID THAT. tt 


APIER THAT, SHE DECIDES TO | 10. FF Vir 
USUALLY NO, DOW'S EVEN TMK IT. i 


La 


iy bel of 


HB WALLET LIES ON. 
THE BERSIDE 


|) SHE RUNS THE WATER, JUST A || | THREE DOZEN PEOPLE EVERY 
FEW INCHES DEEP AND STANDS|| WEEK, ROCOROING 70 

RATHER THAN SITS AS A. GAFE- : 

GUARD AGAINST DROWNING 


AFTER A WHILE , LIABEIA. 

TREMAYNE ACTUMLLY GOES 
OW, SHWVERING, (NTO THE 
FORBOITEN SUNSHINE. 


Sy 


CREATED BY 
LEN WEIN and BERNI WRIGHTSON 
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A brand new flavor 
ie has just dropped in 
——% \ from Bonkers! chewy 
sf oo candy. Chewy Choco- 
- late Bonkers! Rich 
chocolate outside, dark fudge 
: inside. Delicious Bonkers! comes in 
strawberry, orange, grape, and watermelon too. 
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zi 4 AT LEAST COWSIDER “Y 
i 17, T REALIZE THAT 


YOUR 'BECERVEMENT 
DESTROY YOU, IN 


NEEDN'T 
TUNE \T CAN EVEN MAKE 
OU SIROVEEE, BUT ALL 
THAT STARTS WITH CHE 
THUNB: PCCETANCE, 


OR SOMETHING. 


ANYWAY, I ph ‘ 
MY MUMNBER, \E YOU'RE 
WTERESTED. 


Seo Ot 
ee AL 


~S 
> 
Th 


Saat Bee 


= 


| 
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THE WOMAN (8 IME NEXT SEAT PRESES HER ANCTHER SNAPSHOT AND BEYNS. 
WITH Git A LARGE FANNY; rat iret as rine aloes ts 8 70 SEUL HER 
LIFE SO ERGERLY INTO A ilatab ised AP? 


? “5 70 HER SURPRISE SHE DY acerca sranays vans remy curse me 
(RVIVES BE Ri DEPOT. FROMA TUKEBX, WV. i 

ORE ch B&KS SOMEONE TO [ELL THE PAKS BACK HME 
WAT ITS THE PROMISED LANO CALLING, AN 
“ACCORDION j 


ae 
<= “4 
“3 


TRAVELING TO KOUIVA, GAZING FROM 7HE 
CAB WINGOW INTO STERIMING GRAY LINED, 
SHE REMEMBERS COMING HERE BEFORE. 
10 RESEARCH HER BOOK OW THE SWAMP AN. 


oo 


AER BOOK. SHE D ACTURLLY WRITTEN A BOOK, 
| (7 HAO HER NAME ON THE SPINE. 


'| ADDRESS 
| city 


GET YOUR SOFT Sinai | BUBBLE "POP-UP" Wa’ 

FORM THREE (3) pcg a 

0 CASH PLEASE) TO: SOFT DU ee 
PAILAS PA, 19141, PLEASE: ALLOW a 


EVERY Till YU EVER oy BT IE 
NM URE TAN VOY COULD EVER MAGIA! 


» A26 VOLUME COMPENDIUM 
OF THE BRIGHTEST AND THE 
BEST THAT DE HAS TO OFFER! 
\ WITH ALL-NEW ART BY 
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De ge ee 


YOU'RE NOT 
WITH IT 


\ On Sate Just ON SOLE JUST ABOUT EVERYWHERE! 
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ECTRIC 


DOORBELL TAKES 
TWENTY MIM/TES. 


| NERVING HERSELF 
70 TOUCH THE EL, 


LBS APLAME; MOUTH OPENING \, 
DYING AGAIN ANO AGAIN, =F 
HOUR, ON THE HOUR. 


BAILING; 
SCREAN; 
EVERY 


‘NA 


RABAT: 
RERD REL 
BRURee’, 
ReREae 
ry 


ALIVOST SHO YES BEFORE REMEMBERING 
ANYMORE. 


THAT SHE WASN'T 


if 


FROM THE FIRST LOCAL SHE APPROACHED. 
THEY ASKED /F SHE WAS A REPORTER AND 


SHE 


BVSSAUSMSRURBAs 
USORARTESUREAS 
BERURsRaereKece 
ARERSTLETSELEES 


THE NEWS FOOTAGE 


OF THE SWAMP 
‘S BEATA. 


ANO SHE RECALLS 
MAN 


OH Gap, TM sneer 
WHY AM T STANDING 
HERE TALKING TO 


AVATALE 


THERE... SIT 
DOWN, AND LET 
ME STRAIGHTEN 


"WESE LAST [WO 
| YEARS Weve BEEN 

| NV MOAN, ITS 

| DANGEROUS Cee 
| 79 GOOE MY LIFE, 

: ws BEEN 50 LONELY 


DENVES ? DENNIS 
py He HE'S ALIVE 
AT'S GREAT... 


WHERE you 
HEARD HE WAS. 
STILL AFTER 


DEAR? B-BUT HE SENDS DENNIS 
, ALMOST 


SEE, I DON'T, T.00N'T 
When 70 BY MYSELF: 
BECAUSE OFTHE 
MLECTRVEITY. TFT DONT 

LIKE TO SWITCHIT OM... 


y “fees A 
at 
ys 


NOT REAL SMART? COME OM LIZ, 
IS THIS: A OGKE? LIZ REMAVE? 
AUTHOR AND PRIZE WINNING 

p JOURNALIST? 


wie 


7 “4, LOOK, YOU SEEM PRETTY 
SARCEP OL/F AFTER YOUR JOCWVEX 
MAYBE IF YOU TOOK A SA, YOU'D 
FEEL BE77ER... y 


MAA) MAYBE /T WOMD HELP PUT 
THINGS (N PERGOEC: 3 


ME, 
WNAERE. YOU CAUGHT 
LY, AF A BAD TOME,” 


1-1 M BARRY, I GAW YOU, ON 
SWITCHED IT ON 

MVSECE.. ANDI JUST AAD 

To COME AND AVP You. 


SEE, DENNIS HAS BEEN 
AWAY FOR ZAXS, AND I 
HAVEN'T SAXE/ TO 
ANYONE IN SO canes... 


"ITS LIKE I HAVE TROUBLE 


WITH WARS, WITH LARS. TF 


HERE, I FOUND SOME 
CLEAN ZOMELS, YOU'RE 
SOCKY/ T HAVEN'T j 


I-T™ THONG ABA. 
DENNIS: COULDN'T BUY ME 
WEW UNDERWEAR. IT WOULD 
HAVE ATTRACTED AVEWIQN, 


a 


LIZ, THIS... THIS 


ALL SOUNDS, T hi 1) 7 OHNO. GH,NO. 
DUNNO, A LITTLE “Sy © 5 I COULD HiT MY 
LA4EY. oe HEAD. 1 COULD 


DROWN, THOLISANES 
(00, EVERY YEAR, 


: a? 
f : 


< 1. MEAN, WHY ARE YOU 

STANDING UP IN THE 72? 

» YOU COULD SIT RYU... 
“PENIS SAID SO.” 


SOMEBODYS 
POWE SOMETHING r 
70 You.” 


DONE SOMETHING? OH AG, I NAWE 
THEY TRIED 10 GET ME, BUT 
| DENNIS PAOVECTED ME. I MAME, 


THAT'S THE ZR. 
GET A ROBE ON WHILE 


N 
I AKSWER IT AND THEN 
WE HAVE TO ZALK. 6 
aoe wa 


open 


LUSTAIVCE ? OH, 
NO. NOT ME. I'VE 


1T 
a, THE SHA7US7ICS. THERE'S SOMUCH DER... 


UH, LOOK) LIZ, WE'LL 


1/ HELLO ? DID 
YOU WANT 
SOMETHING? 


ZA y y DM) 


“YOU SEE; LIZ? You 
SEE HOW IT 467 
YOU GO AGAINST 
WHAT WE'VE 
AGREED, YOU DO 

SOMETHING 
S040 AND 


“SORRY IEN'T GOOD ABBY'S 2592. THATS ONE 
ENOUGH! WHAT IF F f OF SUNDERLAND'S y 
YOU'D. BUMPED INTO | | (Ge . = AGENTS! yrs 
(SUNOGRLAND ? < = 


| 
DAMN IT, Ph 


T'vVE 72¢2 you 


BELIEVED HER? 
YOU TRUSTED. 
HER RATHER 
THAN VE? WHY, 
A YOU KNOW THAT 
ISN'T ABacLy 
, ABBY... 


Bega! WE CAN MAKE IT 
E SWAMPS! 


ee COLP OCTOBER gor oe OMT HER 


“DER BLADES; THE BACKS GEER THIGHS, [ 


spas si WET Mase THE be: ANC SHE TRIS 


BEHIND HER, SHE HEARS HS 

TOWARDS THE TRUCK AO REMEMBERS (90) 

PRRRCLIZED SHE'S FELT BEFORE THE: NREACHABLE 
ANGER iV AS cae eee 


SHE AWOWS 
THIS 1S TRUE, HE 


TOLD HER SO 
AUNSELF. 
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TO FIND OUT 
FOR YOCKSELE, 


SHAMES WON'T HIDE 

YOU. T WAS IN ‘a. 
ALL THESE 76S... 

GOD, 1 REMENGBER. 


I TELL YOU MANFZ.. YOU 
COME BACK HERE 16017 
AND MAYBE I WON'T 


WE HAD A AE ECT SESH 
I COULD HAVE KEPT You 
THERE AOKEVER, BOI OF 

US, IN 2OVE, I COULD 


Y JHGT WOULDN'T Yi 
BE 100 S40, 
AU? 


OKAY, 1F THATS 
HOW YOU HAVE 

IT, YOU GOF IT. 

1M COMMG, LZ, 


OW SUMMER MORNINGS WE'D WAKE BENEATH A 816, HOT SKY, 
AWOL 0 CUP MY HANCS JO MY FACE, YOUR SCENT StL UPON 
THEM, TASTING THE JUICE OF CRUSHED FLOWERS OV NY 


NOW, JUST LIKE THAT; YOU RE GONE; 
ANC Ii OROINARY AFTER All. 


dliterai 


en nti 
612 I$ USELESS, SHE WON'T RUN, SQNEQNVE S 
BROKEN EVERY BONE /N HER SOUL, AND SHE WAS 

SO BRIGHT; SO STRONG. I GUESS 11 DOESN'T 

TAKE (HUCH TO O/SINANTLE A HUMAN BEING. 


ICKEN CRUNCHING BEHINO US, HES 


y GRACKE 
mS FOLLOWING ON FOOT. YOU'D STOP HIM, BUT 
bile ie LONT, 


ait ee YS 


Traces DION 'T ANY OF YOUR MAGIC RUB OF? ( 
| DON'T AUOTHINE LASTING GROW FRAN OUR LOE 7 ? 


THE ACRID SCENT OF GATORS, 
VPWIND,.. A PATCH OF 
|| QVA TREE BOLL THAT YOU 


=. 
a, 


a re or a SS 


YOU SHOULD HAVE 
STAYED AGE, Liz! 
YOU SHOULD HAVE 
STAYED HOME LIKE 

F2LP YOU! YOU... 
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HEROES: 


nter the world of the bot 

of Super-Heroes” Contained 
in this reference book are in- 
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37 Legionnaires past and present. _ 
Other articles explain the 
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ment, discuss their deadliest foes 
and staunchest allies, and give a _— 
concise history of the groupfrom | 
its beginnings to the latest issue 
on the 
stands 
today. 


PEGION 


o-written by Paul Levitz, it includes 

intimate details on the Legionnaires’ 
lives that you can’t find anywhere else. 
Also included are comprehensive explana- 
tions and statistics for use with the DC 
HEROES ROLE PLAYING GAME. As part 
one of atwo-part series on the Legion and 
its world, you'll find this handy reference 
work a fascinating step into the 30th 
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i AAAM! YOU THINK I'M 
FREAKY, WHITE - BP | S727? YOU THINK 
HAIRED WZ. THIS |S SQVANVZA OR 


“\' 
B cL PLEEEEELLIZEEEELELLE 
B'S, AOI STOPIT ELLELE 


i Ars 


SW iin, 


HELLO? 
MR. WILLIAYNS? 
CHESTER WILLIAMS? 
THIS IS ABBY 
BLE... 


HELLO? COMMISSIONER 
CORPON? YES. ABIGAIL 
CABLE. GIVE ME THE 
DATE AND I'D BE GLAD 

JO ATTEND YOUR 

MEMORIAL SERUICE, 


YES. TELL HIM TM ‘ 
FEELING MUCH BETTER 
AND THANK HIM FOR 
ASKING, 1 TOOK HIS: 
ALICE AND FACED 


| Whee COME OUT OF fT All; 
: { mn LIKE HE SHIA” 


A | Ta! 


(MAYBE SCINETHING 
WILL GROW FROM (T,” 


Dear Swamp Things, 

lf | tried to explain. the current 
SWAMP THING storyline to someone, 
I'm sure it would sound as if it was just 
another good guy versus evil group out 
to destroy the world type of story. But 
this story is more than that. It’s a horror 
story. What is it about this story that 
makes it a horror story? 

Well, first, | think the graphic art 
creates a chilling effect. | could never 
have imagined what a person would 
look like with their head twisted the 
wrong way. Now, | know. The bloodied 
Constantine, the head without a body 
changing into a bird. The entire story is 
drawn dark and gloomy, perfect for this 
setting. You have a great artist, and 
without him, the comic would lose much 
of its atmosphere. 

Of course, Alan's writing is the main 
reason this comic separates itself from 
the super-hero gender. Take, for in- 
stance, his use of black. The black crows. 
immediately set the tone of the story: 
We are cast headfirst into the super- 
natural. Black panels of silence separate 
scenes. The essence of evil is a black 
pearl. Black is an obvious, overused 
symbol, so one must be sure to use it 
well to create the sombering effect that 
the color should have. Alan has used the 
color well. 

Also, Alan‘s characters produce an 
eerie effect; Constantine and. Swamp 
Thing are both so mysterious. The best 
character of the whole issue, though, is 
Judith. We see her betray her cause out 
of fear for her future. in just a few pages, 
we know exactly what she is thinking. 
The frightening part is she could be-any. 
of most people, including quite likely 
myself, who would give up their ideals in 
order to secure their future at the 
expense of others. Who can say that 
they would have not done what Judith 
did if they had been given the choice? | 
had expected Judith be one of Constan- 
tine’s loyal followers, and her betrayal 
shocked and, needless to say, horrified 
me. 

| eagerly, ‘and very nervously, await 
the conclusion. 

z Thank you, 

J.M. Verde 

Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274 
Judith’s transformation and ultimate 
destiny has been the most talked about 
horritic event in this book since the In- 
vunche’s first appearance. And as you 
point out, J.M., it’s easy to be the hero 
when you're not involved. But, if faced 
with the same overwhelming predica- 
ment, would we go Judith’s route to 


guarantee our own survival? Some- 
thing to seriously ponder. 


eaeee 


Dear Karen: 

| wonder ... was the analogy that | 
found in “A Murder Of Crows” (SWAMP 
THING #48) put in there on purpose or 
was it a completely subconscious effort 
by writer Alan Moore? If it was the latter, 
then you may be wondering what !| am 
talking about. Well, it seemed to me that 
Alan had established some sort of paral- 
lelism between the main plot of Con- 
stantine and Co. vs. The Brujeria, and 
the sub-plot of Abby's relationship with 
the Swamp Thing being exposed to the 
public. On the one hand, we have the 
world coming to an end (not quite yet, 
but soon enough) for “each and every 
one of us” (as Constantine said him- 
self), while on the other hand Abby's 
own personal world has come crash- 
ing all around her with her arrest. It 
made me think that no matter how bad 
things may seem for you, it is probably 
worse for some poor other soul some- 
where else, though in Swamp Thing’s 
universe we are “all on a one-way 
losing streak’ (to once again quote Con- 
stantine). Is this the effect that Mr. 
Moore was hoping for when he wrote 
this story? That's what happened to me, 
anyway. 

But let's not ignore the art in this 
issue. This time the pencilling and 
inking chores fell to John Totleben, who 
is usually just responsible for the inks. 
Who would've thought the man could 
draw, too? | did notice that he tried to 
keep some distinctive Bissette tech- 
niques (like the bizarre panel shapes on 
some pages) just to keep the difference 
in layout styles to a minimum, but | also 
detected a few things about the style 
that were clearly Totleben and Totleben 
alone. Congrats! 

One final thing about SWAMP THING 
#48 before | take my leave ... why do you 
insist on putting the letters page rightin 
the middle of the book? | would prefer to 
have it at or near the end, where it would 
not create such a jarring interruption in 
the flow of the story. Pretty please? 

Conrad P. Felber 

P.O. Box 855 

Terrace Bay, Ontario 

Canada, POT 2WO 

Can't give you an absolutely, positively 
confirmed yes to your thematic ques- 
tion, Conrad, but, knowing Alan, we'd 
say he had the double-level develop- 
ments planned intentionally from the 


start. And to address your /ast com- 
ment—believe it or not, we also prefer 
the letters page at the book's end, and 
the majority of times that’s where it'll 
be. If you do find the text in the middle of 
the book, there‘s a reason for it. In this 
particular case, we felt a particular 
scene (I believe Swampy pulling Con- 
stantine out of the mud) would work 
best as a double-page spread. But, since 
those pages were back to back in the 
standard layout, we had to do some 
shuffling to accommodate the situation. 


Dear Karen, 

Following “A Murder of Crows’ in 
SWAMP THING #48, it's difficult to 
know what to say about the book that 
hasn't already been said. It's certainly 
the best written comic that I've ever 
read. More than any other, it makes you 
think, and presents a challenge to the 
reader. it's not something that you can 
read and put down and forget until next 
month. And it’s becoming more intense 
with each issue, to the extent that the 
nerves are at breaking point as the 
American Gothic saga reaches its con- 
clusion. (And what'll Alan do after that, 
we wonder?) 

The latest chapter was the most 
horrific yet, for which John Totleben is 
equally to blame. He’s managed to 
transfer Alan's concepts of evil into vivid 
imagery, making perfect use of shadows 
and shading, with no little help from 
Tatjana’s colors. The twisted head 
we've met before but now its full impact 
on the previously cool and compact Con- 
stantine are there for all to sée. And the 
disembodied head, changing into the 
bird, was the most gut-wrenching thing 
I've seen on a comic page. Obviously, 
the loss of the Code’s restrictions enable 
you to do things not otherwise possible, 
but this is a better book for it, without 
any hint of unnecessary excess. Sure, 
the violence is there, but it is the 
message of the story to an extent, saying 
look what we’re capable of doing, and it 
is in this that the reality of the violent 
imagery and the horror are the most 
frightening. It is this reality that sets it 
apart from a horror movie, or the bullets- 
fly-but-nobody-bleeds attitude of shows 
like the A-Team, and not afew comics of 
the past. | know Alan has similar 
thoughts, and I'd agree that John did a 
truly stunning job on the art. Having 
seen him draw, it’s amazing work, and 
not only on the evil aspects but also on, 
say, Abby's face and the emotions and 


expressions therein, as depicted on the 
last couple of pages. Where that partic- 
ular bit of the storyline is going is yet 
another “What'll happen next?” teeth- 
clencher. Alan's exploration of love and 
sexuality is something rarely attempted 
,and almost never successfully achieved 
in comics, so in that too he is hitting the 
heights (as we saw a year ago with the 
beautiful “‘Rite of Spring” story). So I'll 
be, waiting for the next issue with bated 
breath. 
Until then, take care, 
; Malcolm Bourne 
87 Greenfield Gardens 
Cricklewood 
London NW2 1HU 
England 
When it comes to downright unsettling 
concepts complete with bizarre, graphic 
rituals, we'd have to rate “The Murder of 
Crows” up there with Swampy’s Hell- 
ish experiences in last year’s ANNUAL. 
But, themes and disturbing visuals 
aside, this story showed us that the cool, 
never a step out of beat Constantine, 
does have a breaking point. Sorry, all 
you die-hard Constantine fans out 
there, even the king of cool (or is that 
pain) has an emotional limit. 


seeee 


Dear Swamp Folks: 

In the middle of the current hostilities 
off'the coast of Libya, we were fortunate 
enough to receive a postal shipment of 
magazines and newspapers. Included 
among the many artifacts was my copy 
of SWAMP THING #49. As usual | was 
impressed and am looking forward to 
the| double issue grand finale to the 
“American Gothic”. 

I'm. not going to sit here and heap 
loads of praise on the issue, because it's 
all been said before. But John Constan- 
tine is truly a fascinating character. Alan 
Moore has done such an outstanding 
job in defining and describing this man, 
even down to his smoking habit, that 
one feels that he is real and very mucha 
part of this world. | can’t remember the 
last time @ comic book character 
appeared this real and believable. 

Close scrutiny has-brought forth one 
fascinating observation I'd like to share 
with you concerning Mr. Constantine. 
Everyone knows that he made his debut 
in ST #37. But has anyone taken a close 
look at issue #25? On page 21, right 
after Harold Price was impaled by a 
swordfish, a crowd was depicted hud- 
dling around the gruesome scene. In 
panel 2 a sobbing Abigail Cable is seen 
standing next to—yeah, that's right— 
John Constantine! | always wondered 
how Constantine could have known so 
much about Abby and Swampy. The 
bloke must've been following them 
around for months, maybe years. 

This is of course an indication of just 
how farsighted Alan has been in the 
development of his characters. 1 
seriously believed back in issue #20, 
Alan's first issue, that he'd never make 
it on this book all the way to the current 
issue #50. | saw the unusual quality of 

‘his writing in that first issue and 


‘ believed it would only be a matter of | 


time before he'd move on to greener and 
bigger pastures. | guess in this age of 
free agent mentality it was a natural 
conjecture. | guess the bottom line is 
that Alan is happy with the Swamp 
Thing and DC is happy with Alan. Well, 
as long as you guys are happy, I'm 
happy. | won't doubt a marriage of 
another 30 issues this time around, 
though. Keep up the good work, gang. 
Sincerely, 
Jim Chriss 
USS GARCIA, FF-1040 
FPO Miami, Florida 34091-1402 
Aren't you the observant one, Jim. 
Great spotting on Constantine's first 
appearance. 
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Dear Karen et al, 

To set the stage for the completion of 
their horrific plan of evil destruction, the 
Brujeria had to first precipitate an 
atmosphere of “fear, uncertainty, and 
belief in the supernatural” (as Judith 
expresses it in #48). But, | thought, 
would not such conditions be bad in and 
of themselves, even without the Bru- 
jeria’s plot? Fear, uncertainty, and belief 
in the supernatural, whatever the cause 
of these feelings, can breed hopeless- 
ness, inactivity, suspicion, and so many 
other things detrimental to humankind. 

But then, does not this magazine, this 
very comic book itself, add to the belief 
in the supernatural in our own world, 
however small the contribution to this 
feeling might be? In our society today, 
there seems to be a yearning for some- 
thing to balance the complexities and, 
yes, the horrors that science can bring. 
In a way, this is healthy since, | feel, 
science can never answer all of human- 
kind’s questions. As it is often put, 
science can only address itself to “how” 
something happens, not “why”. Even 
scientists (maybe especially scientists) 
will admit that they must turn to other 
things—philosophy, religion, what- 
ever—to deal with all the questions that 
life throws at us. But. much of the 
current nonscientific yearning goes 
absurdly farther than that, to the extent 
that people take up things that are 
illogical and irrational. For instance, 
people believe that a person using 
simple stage magic actually does 
possess true supernatural powers, or 
they flock to “miracle cures” that have 
been proven to be worthless. 

Maybe all of this touches some deep 
need in humans, perhaps playing to a 
crucial flaw in ourselves: the crushing 
burden of mortality being ultimately too 
much for our psyches. But certainly it 
neither needs nor deserves active en- 
couragement. And, getting back to my 
original train of thought, is this comic 
book, encouraging belief in the super- 
natural at the same time, paradoxically, 
that its storyline purports to show the 
dangers of such thought? Hey, these are 
only harmless stories, some might say. 
But, they are very expertly crafted 
Stories and thus carry greater impact 
than mere run-of-the-mill little fan- 
tasies. One might argue that anyone 
whose belief in, say, vampires can be 


incteascd by a mere story is a person 
that will be relatively easily swayed by 
any sort of outside influence, and hence 
the comic holds no special responsi- 
bility in that regard. Well, maybe. But | 
am always troubled by such argu- 
ments, because if what we read (or 
see—as in the similar argument over 
TV—or whatever) does not, affect us, 
what does? Surely we cannot hold that 
our life experiences do not shape us to at 
least some extent?! 

No, | rejectéd this dark vision of this 
comic book because of the kind of comic 
book it is. Yes, it takes place against'a 
fantastic supernatural background and,” 
yes, it treats the supernatural as the 
working viable phenomenon that it is in 
the comic book's fantasy world, and, 
yes, this might lead some people to draw 
unwarranted parallels between this 
fantasy world and-our real world. But, 
the supernatural provides only the stage’ 
here. Above all , these Stories ‘are 
truly about human ‘beings: their hopes, 
desires, fears, failures, strengths, and 
triumphs. | find an underlying belief.in 
the human spirit buried beneath the 
grim adventures here; a belief that:a_ 
crisis, whether it be battling an evil 
brotherhood of sorcerers or facing up to 
the schoolyard bully, is something that 
can and must be confronted. Being 
human, we may fail the crisis’ test, but 
our humanity demands that we eke 
the attempt. 

In the end, the question as to catia 
or not a supernatural comic book is 
harmful to its readers in some way is 
irrelevant. Because this comic book is 
about people. And that’s one reason 
why | love it so much. 

f Yours truly, 

“T.M. Maple” 
Weston, Ontario 
As always, T.M., you posit some good 
points and reach a lucid, well-stated 
resolution. And at the crux of your state- 
ments you tauch on the heart of this 
book: SWAMP THING may be full of 
horrors month after month, but there's a 
prevailing sense of morality, optimism, 
and, most of all, humanity under it all. 


vanes 


NEXT: Swamp Thing’s funeral! See you 
then—Karen 
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Official Order Form & Mail-in Offer from 
Fruit 


. Chews & 


for FREE Sports Equipment 

Here’s How to Receive FREE Sports Equipment: 

1. Select item(s) and write in Column 2 the total number wanted of each 
item (see list at right). 

2. Multiply the number of points needed for each item (Column 1) by the 
number of items wanted (Column 2) and indicate the total number of 
points needed in Column 3. (Column 1 x Column 2 = Column 3.) 

3. Add up Column 3 and enter this sum in the “Grand Total Points” box at 
the bottom of the form A | 

4. Collect PROOF OF PURCHASE UPC symbols | HUM) from the out- 
side wrappers of STARBURST? Fruit Chews and SKITTLES# Bite Size 
Candies packages. UPC symbols equal the following points 
1 Point = 1 PROOF OF PURCHASE UPC symbol from any 2.07 oz 
package of STARBURST or 2.00 oz. package of SKITTLES:. 

3 Points = 1 PROOF OF PURCHASE UPC symbol from any 8 oz. or 
16 oz. package of STARBURST= or SKITTLES® 

PROOF OF PURCHASE UPC symbols enclosed must equal or exceed 

“Grand Jotal Points”. 

Mail My Sports Equipment to: 

Name 

Address 

City State ZIP. 

COMPLETE this Official Order Form and mail with the PROOF OF 

PURCHASE UPC symbols to: Sportacular Offer 

P.O. Box 725, Dept. 1229 
Lubbock, TX 79491 

Offer void where prohibited, taxed or otherwise restricted Allow up to eight 

(8) weeks for delivery No duplication or reproduction of this mail-in form will be 

accepted Incorrect or duplicate proofs of purchase will not be returned 

Offer expires June 1, 1987. 


BITE SIZE 
). CANDIES 


FOR YOU AND YOUR TEAM 


Here's your chance to really score, with this FREE sports 
equipment offer from STARBURST?» Fruit Chews and 
SKITTLES: Bite Size Candies. Just collect proofs of purchase 
from any size of either candy, then use the official order 

form to order the FREE sports equipment of your choice. Best 
of all, you'll enjoy the great fruit taste of STARBURST® and 
the candy coated, fun to eat SKITTLES». They're a winning 
combination you just can't miss. 


Batting Glove (Synthetic Material) 
Fits Lett Hand 

Check Size 

—— Small (Fits ages 5-9 years) 
—— Large (Fits ages 10-15 years) 


Wilson® Autograph "Point Maker® 
Official Basketball 


Wilson® “Silver Bullet 
Official Soccerball 
Check size desired (a4 05 


Wilson® “The Bullet” Official 
Leather Football with Tee 
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